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‘tarantism’?  It is the overwhelming urge to overcome sadness and depression by 
dancing.   
 
But on the way to the club, the car breaks down.  It rolls to a stop and won’t move.  
All our hero’s hopes are dashed.  However, he might have expected such trouble.  
After all, he and all of the rest of us, have often been the victim of ‘resistentialism’.  
What is ‘resistentialism’?  It is a wonderful word that needs wider currency.  It 
describes an all too common problem in life, and is defined thus: ‘seemingly spiteful 
behaviour manifested by inanimate objects.’   
 
After all this trouble, no-one would be surprised if our hero became an 
‘onchyophagist’ – a person who bites his fingernails…  or experienced ‘dysania’ – a 
state of finding it hard to get out of bed. 
 
We’ll leave the story of the boy there, lest you begin to take pleasure in his 
misfortunes.  There is, of course, a word for the feeling of pleasure we get when – it is 

‘Schadenfreude’.  A lovely word for a rather contemptible feeliai0 Tc .   
 


