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We are a community forged from 
innovation, courage, confidence, inspiration and joy 
 

We inspire a life-long love of learning and provide academic 

excellence for pupils, staff and support staff. We have a culture 

of collaboration, coaching and challenge. We are courageous  

in our pursuit of excellence: progress is driven by innovation 

and reflection.  

The co-curriculum supports and enriches the academic 

curriculum through clubs, societies, trips and publications. We 

celebrate and explore the relationship between academic 

excellence and co-curricular participation: at different points in 

a school career, the focus upon each element will vary. 

Similarly, we maintain the balance between our focus upon 

promoting excellence and wide participation. We provide co-

curricular opportunities to develop the character of everyone 

in the school - pupils, staff and support staff. All aspire to 

become more well-rounded, charming, confident, enthusiastic 

and independent. We work as a team, creating lasting bonds 

within our community.  

We care for each other in a civilised, collaborative and 

respectful manner. That spirit creates a safe, inspiring and 

inclusive environment that promotes self-esteem. Our focus is 

upon the individual and the community: knowing and caring 

for everyone in the school, whether pupil, staff or support staff, 

creates a place in which people feel they belong, have shared 

purpose and have a role to play. We use our strength to serve 

the wider community beyond the school.  
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Timings for making decisions 
 
During the Spring Term, Heads of Department and individual subject teachers have begun to talk to 
boys about the courses they offer at GCSE. Pupils will be asked to decide on their choices by the end 
of March and their Tutors will input those decisions into our systems for planning. 
 
Pupils should seek advice as to their choices from a variety of sources. Tutors will, of course be vital, 
as will older members of their Tutor Group who have gone through the process. Pupils should talk 
to subject teachers and, very importantly, their parents.  
 
Planning for the future  
 

mailto:rgarvey@mtsn.org.uk
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Section B - Poetry Anthology: Power and Conflict (30 marks) 
One of the poems from the anthology will be printed in the paper. You will write about this poem 
and chose another poem from the anthology for the purpose of comparison. You must know quotes 
from the poems and contextual information about them. 
 
Section C - Unseen Poetry (32 marks) 
You are given two unseen poems: you begin by writing an essay analysing the first (for 24 marks) 
before comparing it with the second unseen poem (for 8 marks).  
 
Mr M G Hilton-Dennis 

mailto:mhilton-dennis@mtsn.org.uk
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MATHEMATICS 
Edexcel 

 
Mathematics is a core subject in the National Curriculum and is studied by all pupils throughout the 
Fourth Form, Divisions and Fifth Form.  The subject is taught in ability strands from the second half 
of the Autumn term in the Fourth Form based on two tests taken at the end of the first half term.  
It is then continually refined on the basis of progress, tests and examinations.   
 
All our pupils follow the Edexcel IGCSE Mathematics syllabus. The examination is taken by a large 
number of Independent Schools and we consider it to be the best qualification that meets the needs 
of our highly academic students.  It involves two written papers, for which calculators are permitted 
in both. There is no coursework, but in exchange there are a few extra topics (which provide better 
preparation for those thinking of taking Mathematics in the Sixth Form). 
 
From November, pupils in the top four sets in the Divisions will be taught with the intention they sit 
exams in both Mathematics IGCSE and a more advanced Additional Mathematics course at the end 
of the Fifth Form; the remainder will sit the IGCSE only.  All our pupils enter the Mathematics IGCSE 
at Higher Level, where grades 9-4 are available. 
 
At all stages of the courses there is emphasis not only on the learning of typical skills and techniques 
but also on understanding gained through problem-solving.  At the same time, open-ended and 
investigative work is fully integrated into the course.  In addition, a wide variety of extra-curricular 

mailto:amiller@mtsn.org.uk
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BIOLOGY 
 

The Biology GCSE course follows the Edexcel International GCSE (IGCSE) specification (4BI1).  Though 
demanding, the course provides students with an applied, practical and engaging snap-shot of basic 
mammalian physiology, ecology and plant science whilst also providing a solid foundation for 
further study of Biology at A Level.  
 

mailto:sstuteley@mtsn.org.uk
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CHEMISTRY 
 

mailto:mpowell@mtsn.org.uk
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PHYSICS 
 

Studying Physics encourages you to look at the world around you with an inquiring and open mind, 
to explain why physical phenomena happen.  Problem solving, experimental work and forming 
explanations are key parts of the study of Physics.  You will develop your ability to apply your 
understanding to unfamiliar situations, a useful skill for life in general.  
 
The Edexcel IGCSE Physics course introduces all the fundamental topics which you need in order to 
understand the subject and then develops these by further study and investigation.  You will apply 
Physics to many everyday situations such as keeping your home heating bills low or using electricity 
safely.  There are many tougher areas too, such as understanding what makes a nuclear reactor 
work and the principles on which an electrical generator works.  
 
The examination consists of a two-hour and a one-hour paper which are taken during the Summer 
Term of the Fifth Form.  Both of these papers include questions on the practical aspects of the 
subject and there is no coursework.  Candidates aiming for Double Award Science only sit the first 
paper. 
 
The topic sections are: Forces and Motion; Electricity; Waves; Energy Resources and Energy 
Transfer; Solids, liquids and Gases; Magnetism and Electromagnetism; Radioactivity and Particles 
and Astrophysics.  Most of the topics will be examined in paper 1; the sub-topics which are not in 
paper 1 are specified in the syllabus. Questions in paper 2 may assess any area in the whole syllabus.  
 
A Mayadeen 
Head of Physics 
amayadeen@mtsn.org.uk 
 

  

mailto:amayadeen@mtsn.org.uk
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MODERN LANGUAGES 
Edexcel 

 

Modern Languages are core subjects for GCSE/IGCSE in all leading Independent Schools in the UK.  
At Merchant Taylors’ we lay considerable importance on the necessity to reach at least a competent 
level in a minimum of one foreign language.  In addition to language skills, you will acquire 
knowledge of contemporary issues gleaned through the study of multimedia resources and short 
literary extracts and you will gain a study skillset that is different to all other subjects taught in the 

mailto:rbailey@mtsn.org.uk
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FRENCH 
 

Have you noticed that you have French words ‘Dieu et mon droit’ and the England motto ‘Honi soit 
qui mal y pense’ on the cover of your UK passport? Do you know that French is the second most 
commonly studied foreign language in the world after English (Source: www.diplomatie.gouv.fr 
2019)? Did you know that according to a UN Organisation, the World Population Prospect, the 
number of Francophones in the world will reach more than 1 billion in 2050? 
 

http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/
mailto:edanis@mtsn.org.uk
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GERMAN 
 

Studying German to IGCSE level gives students the opportunity to explore a language closely related 
to English. Speaking German is desired not only by some employers, but it should also be viewed as 
a skill which a well-rounded and educated individual offers. Germany is a highly modern and 
advanced country which recognises the value of those outside its borders who speak its language.  
It should also be remembered that German is an official language in no fewer than seven countries 
as well as a second language for much of Eastern Europe.  As German is related to English, learning 
German represents an excellent chance to gain a solid grounding in a more straightforward 
language, the skills of which might be applied to the learning of other more complex languages later 
in life. 
 
Our Edexcel IGCSE course in German is an accelerated one, based on the fact that much of the 
generic language-learning skills have been covered in the French course.  Boys have the chance to 
work equally on their speaking, reading, writing and listening skills, and this will prepare them 
appropriately to make those initial visits to German-speaking countries, be it on exchange or some 
other form of travel. 
 
Our students soon become confident in using complex linguistic structures, and by the end of the 
IGCSE German course pupils should be in a position to talk and write about a variety of everyday 
situations, whether it be their hometown, a film they have seen, topical issues such as the 
environment, or their future plans and career choices.  They can offer opinions on a variety of issues 
and communicate meaningfully with another German speaker.   
 

mailto:mpacey@mtsn.org.uk
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SPANISH 
 

Why bother learning a foreign language now that the UK has left the EU and we can translate 
everything on our phones? Whilst technology has an important place in our lives, most of us would 
agree that face-to-face interaction and interpersonal skills are indispensable (think virtual learning 
vs. classroom learning). One thing about Brexit is certain, we are going to have to work a lot harder 
in future to do business abroad. If you have a decent command of a foreign language, you will be 
more marketable and have more career choices than your monolingual counterpart. 
 
In terms of number of native speakers, Spanish is number two language in the world, ahead of 
English.  Recent CBI surveys indicate that Spanish is also one of the most valued languages for UK 
businesses, not just to trade with Spain, but also with the emerging markets of South America, so 
there is certain to be an increased need for good Hispanists in future job markets.  
 
The Spanish Edexcel IGCSE course gives candidates the oral and aural skills necessary to cope with 
a variety of everyday situations in Spanish and enables pupils to read simple literary and non-literary 
texts for pleasure.  Without the ability to communicate and understand a culture on its own terms, 
true access to that culture is impossible. Alongside the course we aim to provide a snapshot of 
Hispanic culture via films and articles and videos on music, sport and general current affairs. 
 
Spanish is generally used in the classroom and a range of activities is maintained right up to IGCSE.  
We organise an exchange with a Spanish school in Málaga for Divisions, Fifth Form and Sixth Form 
pupils and this has proved extremely popular and successful.  Those who participate in this trip find 
it a motivating experience which brings to lif

mailto:rbailey@mtsn.org.uk
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
AQA 

 

mailto:gmacleod@mtsn.org.uk
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
AQA 

 
Design and Technology gives young people the skills and abilities to engage positively with the 
designed and made world and to harness the benefits of technology. They learn how products and 
systems are designed and manufactured.  They learn how to be innovative.  They learn how to make 
creative use of a variety of resources including digital technologies.  Hopefully they will understand 
how they can improve the world around them. 
 
Our GCSE course centres on user-driven design, offering boys the opportunity to work on a range of 
projects from those that build on practical and computer based skills to ones relating to evaluation 
and response to ‘real world’ problems.  
 
The first two terms of the Divisions year build on the core knowledge covered in the Fourth Form. 
Boys undertake a workshop and CAD based focused practical in the first half term and a mini design 
challenge in the second. These projects help to build confidence in the workshops and on the 
software we use, as well as supporting decision making, time management and independent 
working skills. In the Spring Term, boys undertake an independent, context driven, design and make 
project which works on their creativity and presentation. This second project also offers a small 
scale practice run for the GCSE Non Examined Assessment that boys start in the summer term and 
is worth 50% of their final GCSE grade.   
 
The other 50% of the final GCSE mark comes from a single written examination, the content of which 
is covered throughout the GCSE course in the form of theory lessons. The theory side of the course 
supports the boy’s practical exploration as well as providing them with an insight into material 
properties and uses, commercial manufacturing processes, history of design, sustainability, the 
impact of technical innovations and also mechanical devices to name only a few areas. Boys will also 
be required to use applied mathematics over the course as all D&T exams must contain at least 15% 
mathematic content in them, highlighting once again the link between D&T and other STEM 
subjects. 
 
Career wise, given its breadth and depth, D&T has much to offer across a wide range of career paths 
in engineering, manufacturing and the creative industries. In addition to learning about designing 

mailto:aduffey@mtsn.org.uk
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Component 3 (20%) consists of an exploration and performance of two extracts from a play (40 
marks in total) 
 
All practical examination assessment will be in the form of Acting. There are likely to be 
opportunities to work on design and technical aspects of production during the course although this 
will not be part of the formal examination assessment. 
 
Students taking GCSE Drama have the opportunity to take part in a range of exciting theatre visits 

mailto:cclarke@mtsn.org.uk
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https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-8035-SP-2016.PDF


mailto:amurray@mtsn.org.uk
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HISTORY 
Cambridge International 

 
IGCSE History will enable you to: 

 

mailto:mhale@mtsn.org.uk
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MUSIC 
Edexcel 

 
Musicians have long-enjoyed the benefits of bringing together a wide range of inter-related and 
transferable skills and abilities forged through active and progressive music-making.  This course is 
aimed at those who are interested in expanding their musical knowledge, understanding and skills, 
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The four Areas of Study cover a wide range of musical styles and genres, each featuring two set 
works:  
 
AOS1 Instrumental Music 1700–1820 

Brandenburg Concerto No. 5  by J. S. Bach 
 Piano Sonata Op. 13 No. 8, ‘Pathetique‘ by Beethoven 
 
AOS2 Vocal Music 
 

mailto:scouldridge@mtsn.org.uk
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Religion, philosophy and ethics, through the eyes of two major world religions 

Edexcel RS B 
 
How do we know right from wrong? How does religion affect the world we live in today? How should 
we approach weapons of mass destruction? Why would an all-powerful, all-loving God allow the 
Holocaust to happen?   
 
If you find these questions interesting, then read on. Consideration of ethical issues and stances is 
of vital importance in today's world. Every day, the media alerts us to the latest ethical debates and 
dilemmas; from euthanasia to abortion, from going to war to fighting poverty, from free speech to 
publishing cartoons of the prophet Muhammad. How should we decide what to do? For many, there 
are no clear-cut answers. For this reason, it is important to discuss these issues with others and 
attempt to understand the views of those in the world around us. 
 
Religious Studies GCSE is not just about religion – 

mailto:gsolomons@mtsn.org.uk
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