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The “Third Man” Assembly – 

 

These last few days and months have reminded us that we live in an uncertain and violent world. The 
attacks in Tunisia, France and Kuwait show us that even the most peaceful and beautiful places can 
be invaded by those wishing harm.  And the problems we face are not limited to acts of humans, as 
the Nepali people know all too well, as they attempt to recover from two devastating earthquakes.  
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DiFrancesco’s encounter may sound odd, an illusion created by an overstressed mind.  But the 
amazing thing is this:  over the years, the experience has occurred again and again, to mountaineers, 
divers, polar explorers, prisoners of war, solo sailors, shipwreck survivors, pilots and astronauts.   

All have escaped traumatic events to tell similar stories of having experienced the close presence of a 
companion and helper, and even of “a sort of mighty person”.  There is, it seems, a common 
experience that happens to people who confront life at its extremes, and strange as it may sound, 
given the hardships they endure, they experience it as 




